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Lecturer:   Pongphisoot Busbarat, PhD    Class date:    Wednesday   
Office Hours:   By appointment (Rm 907/16)    Time:        1-4pm 
Email:   pongphisoot.b@chula.ac.th     Classroom:  XXX  

(only for correspondence, not for assignment submission) 
*** Zoom Meeting ID: 646 258 0143  Password: 0931119499 *** 

 

 
Description: This course focuses on East Asia, broadly defined, as the main geographic area of study. With 
the presence of the world's largest economies, diverse political governance and cultures, nuclear weapons 
states, and multiple great powers enmeshing in the region, East Asia is one of the most dynamic and 
consequential regions in world politics. During the Cold War, East Asia witnessed intense competition and 
conflict between the superpowers and among the states in the region. In the post-Cold War era, the region 
has become an important powerhouse in the world economy and is undergoing a significant shift in the 
balance of power whose trajectory and outcomes remain uncertain.  
 
This class, therefore, examines and analyses the dynamics of this region, primarily, through the lens of the 
International Relations discipline. Discussions will navigate the region’s historical background; examines 
sources of conflict and cooperation; assesses competing explanations for key events in East Asia's 
international relations. Readings will be drawn from international relations, political science, history, and 
related fields. 
 
Objectives: Towards the end of the course, students are expected to be able to: 
(1) understand and familiarise with the past and current stage of the region;  
(2) evaluate the interaction between the current global and regional politics that may affect the ongoing 
adjustment of international relations in the region;  
(3) offer a reasonable analysis on important issues in the region;  
(4) make a policy evaluation and suggestion for future relevant to the key events or problems. 
 
 

EAST ASIA IN WORLD POLITICS 
(EASIA WRLD POL  2402223) 
Semester2/AY2021 
Department of International Relations  
Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES 
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Students are expected to fulfil three requirements throughout the course, including class attendance and 
participation, written examinations, and a group final paper and presentation. The details are as follow: 
 

1. Written examinations (70%): There are two major exams to assess students' knowledge, understanding, 
and critical thinking about relevant subjects in the course.  
a. The midterm exam weighs 30%. It will be a take-home exam. The exam questions will be available 

after Week 8 and must be submitted before 1pm before Week 9 session. 
b. The final exam accounts for 40% of the total mark. Check the exam dates on the Registrar Office's 

website. An appropriate form and schedule of the exams will be adjusted should the current 
university's measures remain unchanged.  

 

2. Group paper & presentation (20%): Students will write a final group paper that demonstrates their 
attempt to make a critical analysis on the given issues. The paper should not exceed 7 pages in English 
or 8 pages in Thai. Please check the paper format at the end of the syllabus under the course's policy.  
 

The topics below will be randomly assigned to each group. 
1) Is the US-China rivalry leading to a new Cold War? If so, in what sense?  
2) Is China's role constructive and benefiting the region? 
3) Do you think China’s Belt & Road Initiative benefit Southeast Asia?  
4) Regarding Taiwan's limitation in international affairs, do you think what role it can best play in the 
region?  
5) Do you think ASEAN is overshadowed by the US-led regional initiatives such as the US Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific, QUAD, or AUKUS? 
6) Is ASEAN gradually divided? If so, why and what are the consequences?  
7) Do you think ASEAN can lead the resolution of disputes in South China Sea? 
8) Do you think what drive southward-looking foreign policy of Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan to 
Southeast Asia?  
9) How does the Covid-19 pandemic affect the regional cooperation in East Asia? 

10)   Do you think China is replacing the US as the leading regional great power in East Asia?  
 

3. Quizzes & Extra marks (10%):  
x Quizzes: There will be 3 quizzes throughout the semester each of which accounts for 2.5%. 
x Extra marks: There will be a special lecture given by Professor Ken Jimbo from Keio University on 

Japan’s foreign policy on 25 March 2022 at 1pm-4pm. Students are highly recommended to attend 
and engage in discussion. Those who attend the class will be credited with an extra mark of 2.5%. 

II. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
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The course draws readings from different sources, mainly books and journal articles. There is not a single 
textbook, but a large part of the readings can be found in the following materials. 

x Yahuda, Michael. The International Politics of the Asia-Pacific, 2nd Ed. London: Routledge, 2005. 
 

Academic journals 
The materials from journals can be accessed electronically through the library system. Students are 
suggested to also read other academic journals outside the suggested reading list. A plethora of topics in 
East Asia can be found extensively in most Political Science and IR academic journals. Discussions directly 
referring to East Asia IR can be found in, for example, Asian Perspective, Asian Security, Asian Survey, 
Australian Journal of International Affairs, European Journal of East Asian Studies, International Relations of 
the Asia-Pacific, Journal of Asian Studies, Journal of Contemporary Southeast Asia, Journal of Current 
Southeast Affairs, Journal of East Asian Studies, Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, Pacific Affairs, Pacific 
Review. 
 

Useful resources 
Students are highly advised to update the ongoing development in the region. The useful coverage can be 
found in national and international media outlets, including newspapers, current affairs analyses, and 
research policy think-tanks. These include, but not exhaustive, Asiaweek, AsiaSource, Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, International Crisis Group, Foreign Policy, New Mandala, East Asia Forum, The 
Diplomat Magazine, The Brookings Institution, The Interpreter (Lowy Institute), The Conversation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

III. READING MATERIALS 
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Summary of Course's Schedule 

 

Week # Date  Topics 
Week 1 12 Jan Introduction to the course  

What is East Asia? 
Week 2 19 Jan Traditional International System in East Asia 
Week 3 26 Jan The Transformation of East Asia into Modern State 

System 
Week 4 2 Feb East Asia in Bipolarity  
Week 5 9 Feb Détente and East Asian Regional Order 
Week 6 16 Feb No class 
Week 7 23 Feb The Cold War and the Political Economy of East Asia 
Week 8 2 Mar The US and a New Regional Order 
Week 9 9 Mar Midterm exam 
Week 10 16 Mar The Rise of China 
Week 11 23 Mar East Asian Regionalism 
 25 Mar Special Lecturer by Professor Ken Jimbo 
Week 12 30 Mar Intra-regional Conflicts and Tensions 
Week 13 6 Apr No class 
Week 14 13 Apr No class 
Week 15 20 Apr Non-traditional Security in East Asia 
Week 16 27 Apr Presentation I 
Week 17 4 May  Presentation II*  

(The class will have to regrettably be held on the Coronation 
Day to compensate for shorter teaching period in this 
semester). 

 
 
 
 

IV. COURSE STRUCTURE 
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DETAILED COURSE STRUCTURE  
This course will examine the evolving regional order in East Asia since the pre-modern era. It also discusses 
both the interaction between East Asia and external actors and within the region itself. This will ultimately 
demonstrate East Asia's place and its role in world politics.  
 

 
Week 1: Introduction to the course  
This week will introduce students to the course, explaining the details of course structure and expectations. 
The instructor will touch upon some general knowledge about East Asia and engage with students to survey 
their background knowledge about the region. Students will also have an opportunity to ask in detail about 
the readings, assignments, and assessments. There is no required reading for this week. 
 
  What is East Asia? 
This week will provide the basic background of the region, including how East Asia is formed as a region 
from both scholarly and policy-making perspectives. The class discusses the history of knowledge inquiries 
and debates about the region, including the evolution of the idea and the materialisation of the region. This 
is to pave the background for students to understand how East Asia is located in world politics at large and 
how the concept has been involved, which reflects changing interactions amongst states and societies in the 
region. 
 
Required readings: 
  

x Milner, Anthony and Deborah Johnson. The Idea of Asia.  
x Emmerson, Donald. 'What's in the name "Southeast Asia?"'. Journal of Southeast Asian  

Studies, 15 (1984): 1-21.   
 

 
Week 2: Traditional International System in East Asia 
This week discusses the international relations in East Asia that existed before the introduction of the concept 
of the modern state. It focuses on the formation of the international order centred on Imperial China, or so-
called the Chinese Tribute System. The discussion pays attention to beliefs, norms, and diplomatic practices 
that constituted the core of the system and how the order was maintained. The class also looks into another 
separate sub-regional order operating in Southeast Asia with a different cosmological construct. Students 
will examine the differences and overlapping features of the two systems and how they interacted.  

PART I: INTRODUCTION TO EAST ASIA 

PART II: HISTORICAL INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN EAST ASIA 
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Required readings: 
x Kang, David. 'Diplomacy: The tributary system'. East Asia before the West: Five Centuries of Trade 

and Tribute. New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 2010, pp.54-81.   
x Fairbank, J. K.' Tributary trade and China's relations with the West'. The Journal of Asian Studies 1.2 

(February 1942): 129-149. 
 
Optional Readings  

x Shu, Min. 'Balancing in a Hierarchical System: Pre-Colonial Southeast Asia and the Tribute System'. 
Waseda Global Forum. 8, 2011. 

  http://www.f.waseda.jp/min.shu/documents/Balancing-print.pdf 
x Manggala, P.U. (2013). 'The Mandala culture of anarchy: the pre-colonial Southeast Asian 

international society'. Journal of ASEAN Studies, 1(1), 2013: 1-13.https://nbn-
resolving.org/urn:nbn:de:0168-ssoar-441509 

 
Week 3: The Transformation of East Asia into Modern State System 
This session focuses on the structural change within East Asia after its contacts with the West. The class 
pays attention to the fall of Imperial China, the emergence of Japan as a regional power, and their impacts 
on the region. Students will be able to understand critical factors contributing to historical turning points that 
mark the integration of East Asia into the Western-centric international system. These key events also have 
influenced the modern IR in East Asia  
 
Required readings:  

x Ebrey, Patricia and Anne Walthall. Modern East Asia from 1600: A Cultural, Social, and Political 
History, 3rd Ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth. (Chapters 18, 20, 22)  
 

Optional: 
x Ebrey, Patricia and Anne Walthall. Modern East Asia from 1600: A Cultural, Social, and Political 

History, Chapters 19, 24, 25 are also highly recommended to read.  

x Selden, Mark. 'East Asia in world history, 1750-21th century’. The Cambridge World History. Volume 
VII. Production, Destruction, and Connection, 1750–Present. Part 2: Shared Transformations? Ed. by 
J. R. McNeill and K. Pomeranz. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015. pp.493-525. 

x Lipman, Jonathan, et. Modern East Asia: An Integrated History. London: Laurence King, 2011 
(Chapter 7-8) 
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Week 4: Bipolarity and East Asian Regional Order 
This week examines a new formation of East Asian regional order in the aftermath of WWII characterised by 
the confrontation between the Free World and the Communist bloc. It will discuss this bipolarity and the role 
and interplay of the superpowers that brought about security and conflicts to the region.  
 

Required readings: 
 

x Yahuda, Michael. The International Politics of the Asia-Pacific, 3rd Ed. London: Rutledge, 2005. 
(Chapters 1-2). 

 
Week 5: Détente and East Asian Regional Order  
This lecture discusses the emergence of tripolar international order following the adjustment of power 
relations between the US, USSR, and China. East Asia witnessed the very repercussion of this changing 
world order as countries in the region normalised their relations with the communist bloc, especially with the 
PRC. The Cambodia Conflict also gradually invited China to play a more active role in regional affairs. 
    

Required readings: 
x Yahuda, Michael. The International Politics of the Asia-Pacific, (chapter 3). 

 

Optional readings: 

x ª¦«�́�· Í�¤®�́Ã��¨��Á«¦¬��·��µ¦Á¤º°���̧���¦»�Á�¡²��«¼�¥r��̧«¹�¬µ��»¯µ¨��¦�r¤®µª·�¥µ¨¥́�����¸É�Ŝ�ŝ��

 
Week 6: No class 
Week 7: The Cold War and the Political Economy of East Asia  
This week pays attention to the economic development and relations in Cold War East Asia, particularly, the 
success of East Asian economies since the 1970s or the so-called “East Asian Miracle”. The class will 
examine how the Cold War environment impacted economic development strategies in East Asia, including 
the role of external powers, domestic institutions, and state-society relations.  
 

Required readings: 
x Ziya Öniğ. ‘Review: The logic of the developmental state’. Comparative Politics 24.1 (Oct., 1991): 109-

126. 
 

Optional readings: 
x Krugman, Paul. ‘The myth of Asia's miracle’. Foreign Affairs 73.6 (1994): 62-78.  

x ñćÿčÖǰóÜþŤĕóÝĉêø�ǰ‘ÖćøóĆçîćĂčêÿćĀÖøøöǰðøąÿïÖćøèŤđÖćĀúĊĔêš’�ǰóĆçîćÖćøĂčêÿćĀÖøøöĒúąǰ

óĆçîćÖćøđýøþåÖĉÝǰðøąÿïÖćøèŤ×ĂÜǰđÖćĀúĊĔêšǰïøćàĉúǰĕì÷�ǰÖøčÜđìóĄ�ǰÙèąđýøþåýćÿêøŤǰÝčāćĄǰ����ǰîî����-����ǰ

ǰ

PART III: EAST ASIA IN THE COLD WAR 
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Week 8:  The US and a New Regional Order in East Asia 
This week discusses the impacts of international politics at the global level. The class will pay specific 
attention to US policy towards East Asia throughout the post-Cold War period and its impacts on regional 
order reconfiguration. This discussion will also touch upon other relevant background issues, including 
China’s rise, regionalism, and the Asian Financial Crisis.  
 
Required readings: 

x Yahuda, Michael. The International Politics of the Asia-Pacific (Chapter 8, 9). 
 

Optional readings: 
x Allison, Graham. ‘The U.S.-China Strategic Competition: Clues from History’. The Struggle for 

Power: U.S.-China Relations in the 21st Century. Washington, DC: Aspen Institute, February 2020, 
pp.79-95.   

Week 9: Midterm exam 
Week 10: The Rise of China 
China has become a significant power in the post-Cold War in both economic and politico-security arenas. 
This week, therefore, pays attention to China’s foreign policy at large and in the region. It explores Beijing’s 
foreign policy intentions, strategies, and transformation. The class will delve into  Xi Jinping’s leadership and 
the highlights of his foreign policy strategies, particularly under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Several 
questions arising from the BRI will be discussed, including its benefits, criticisms, geostrategic implications 
on East Asia, and regional players' responses (such as the US, Japan, Southeast Asia). 
 
Required readings: 

x John J Mearsheimer. ‘China's Unpeaceful Rise’. Current History 105.690(Apr 2006): 160-162. 
x Ikenberry, G. John. ‘The rise of China and the future of the West: can the liberal system survive?’. 

Foreign Affairs 87.1 (Jan. - Feb., 2008): 23-37. 
x Jamison, Benjamin C. ‘A Constructivist Approach to a Rising China’, The Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs 

May 19, 2021.  
x Buzan, Barry. ‘China in international society: is ‘peaceful rise’ possible?’. The Chinese Journal of 

International Politics 3.1 (2010): 5–36. 
 
 
 
 

 

PART IV: EAST ASIA IN THE POST-COLD WAR ERA 
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Week 11: East Asia regionalism 
The discussion traces back in more detail on how regionalism emerged and developed in East Asia. It 
examines the rise of regionalism such as ASEAN, APEC, ARF, ASEAN Plus process, etc. ASEAN's effort to be 
a regional interlocutor in shaping East Asia’s regional architecture in the post-Cold War period will be 
discussed. It finally assesses ASEAN’s success and failure in this effort in the context of the post-Asian 
Financial Crisis and the role of other competing regional institutions. 
 

Required readings: 
x Goh, Evelyn. ‘ASEAN-Led Multilateralism and Regional Order: The Great Power   

Bargain Deficit’, in International Relations and Asia’s Southern Tier: ASEAN, Australia, and India, 
Eds. Gilbert Rozman and Joseph Chinyong Liow. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018 pp. 45-61. 

x Yeo, Andrew I. ‘Overlapping regionalism in East Asia: determinants and potential effects.’ 
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, Volume 18, Issue 2, May 2018, Pages 161–191. 

 
Week 12: Intra-regional Conflicts and Tensions 
Whilst the Cold War ended three decades ago, several remnant tensions and conflicts from that era continue 
in East Asia. This week discusses several hotspots, including the Korean Peninsula, Cross-Straits Relations, 
South China Sea, and other tensions between Japan and other Asian countries. It aims to understand the 
influence of history and its challenges to the current regional power adjustment.  
 

Required readings 
x Moon, Chung-in, Soo Yeon Jeong & Samuel Gardner. ‘Cold War Discourse and Geopolitical Flashpoints 

in Post-Covid-19 Northeast Asia’. Journal for Peace and Nuclear Disarmament 4.1(2021): 284-307. 
x Hayton, Bill. ‘The modern origins of China’s South China Sea Claims: maps,  

misunderstandings, and the maritime geobody’. Modern China 45.2 (2018): 127-170. 

x ÿčøßćêĉǰïĞćøčÜÿč×�ǰ‘ÙüćööĆęîÙÜēúÖ�ǰðøąđéĘîðŦâĀćøŠüöÿöĆ÷’�ǰÝčúÿćøÙüćööĆęîÙÜýċÖþćǰÞïĆïìĊęǰ���ǰ	ÖĆî÷ć÷î
ǰ����ǰîî���-���ǰ

 
Weeks 13-14: No class 
Week 15: Non-Traditional Security in East Asia 
This week introduces other non-traditional security issues that emerge as common concerns of the region. 
These include, for example, the issues of democracy, human security, environmental issues, and other 
transnational crimes. The class probes East Asia’s ability to manage such challenges.   
 

Required readings: 
x Caballero-Anthony, Mely. ‘Non-traditional security in Asia: The many faces of securitisation’ in 

Regionalisation and Global Governance: The Taming of Globalisation? Eds Andrew F. Cooper, 
Christopher W. Hughes, Philippe De Lombaerde, London: Routledge, 2007, pp.187-209. 

x Weatherbee, Donald. International Relations in Southeast Asia: The Struggle for Autonomy. 3rd ed. 
Plymouth: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2014. 193-222; 259-294; 322-295 (Chapters 9 & 10). 
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1. Assignment Submission: Students should submit their assignments on the agreed dates mentioned 
above through email. All the assignments. If possible, please convert your assignments into PDF file for 
submission. The following is the guideline for submission: 

x Submit to Paul.Assignments@gmail.com 
x Entitle your email corresponding to the submission 

o For the final paper, write “Final Paper, Group XYZ” 
x Do not forget to write your name and ID. 

2. Assignment format: No particular format for the assignments or referencing style is enforced in this 
course. However, students are suggested to follow a general practice in academic writing and be 
consistent with using a format and style in each assignment. Below are some important issues: 

x Use standard fonts available in the word processor.  
o For English, please use Time New Roman with the size of 12 and 1.15 spacing.  
o TH Saraban should be used for Thai language with the size of 16 and no adjustment for 

spacing.  
x Page margin should be set to 2.54 cm (1 inch). 
x Referencing style should follow the Chicago Manual of Style with full endnote (not footnote). A 

list of bibliography is not necessary.  

3. Penalties on delays (if any): Penalties: Without prior permission, the following deduction from the 
received marks on a particular assignment are applied:  

x Plagiarism:    -100% 
x Late submission within 24hrs:  -10%  
x Further late submission:   -10% 

 
4. Academic integrity: The Faculty of Political Science does not tolerate cheating and plagiarism in any form. 
Violation of the code of conduct will result in penalties stated in the relevant regulations. Please also consult 
the code of conduct in the following documents:  
https://www.inter.chula.ac.th/en/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Regulations-and-Announcement.pdf  
 
点It is highly recommended that all papers submitted to the instructor should pass Turnitin or Akarawisut 

for plagiarism check before submission. Check https://www.car.chula.ac.th/turnitin.php for users’ guidelines.  
 
 
 
 

VI: COURSE POLICY   
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5. Guidelines for exam writing: In general, marking will observe the following criteria  
x Structure: The writing is well structured. Students should plan or make a draft before writing. Each 

paragraph should maintain only one idea and explain it in clear sentences. Also, make sure the ideas 
are not unnecessarily repetitive. 

x Clarity: The writing should show that students understand the issues and clearly respond to a given 
question. The writing should also be concise. 

x Accuracy: Always make sure to use or mention an accurate fact or information. 
x Language: Students are suggested to use formal language in exam essay writing. Abbreviations are 

only acceptable after they are mentioned earlier in full terms. 
 

6. Grading: All the assignments in this course will be marked in percentage. They will be adjusted to fit each 
assignment’s designated marks as indicated in III. The total marks will be converted into letter grades for 
final grade submission. The fraction from 0.5 will be rounded up.  
 

Grades Criteria 
A 
80-100%
 
  
 

x Show well understanding of reading assignments; make critical and useful comments; 
demonstrate attempts in further readings and research.  

x Outstanding answer. Factually almost faultless; clearly directed; logical; extensive 
evidence of engagement with assigned reading; original; very well-written.  

x Very active in class discussion.  

B+ 
75-79%
 
 
 
  
 

x Demonstrate a good understanding of the assigned reading; do some further 
research  

x Comprehensive answer. Clear, logical; thorough; factually sound (sufficiency of facts 
and/or no serious errors); evidence of engagement with the readings; demonstration 
of originality; well-written and directed.  

x Active participation.  

B  
70-74%
 
 
  
 

x Make a good summary of the reading; make an effort to connect the assigned 
readings. 

x Adequate answer. Competent but largely limited to the assigned material; perhaps 
some errors or key facts missing; no originality.  

x Attempt to participate in class on a regular basis.  

C+ 
65-69%
 
 
  

x Show a fair understanding of the assigned readings but with less critical opinions.  
x Answer that demonstrates areas of important weakness, either in terms of argument 

construction and/or in the ability to understand aspects of the assigned material.  
Limited engagement with assigned reading®Ä 
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 x Fairly participate in class.  

C  
60-64%
 
 
  
 

x Merely compete the assignment without further attempt to make a critical evaluation.  
x Very weak answer; lack of a clear argument. Problems in understanding the course 

literature. Some attempt to answer the question. Limited engagement with assigned 
readings. 

x Participate in class randomly.  

D+ 
55-59%
 
 
  
 

x A poor summary of the assigned readings with some misunderstandings.  
x Incomplete answer. Information fairly sparse; some inaccuracies; broadly relevant to 

the question but poor coverage of reading materials; poor expression/style/grammar. 
Little, if any, engagement with assigned readings; some citation is shown. 

x No attempt to discuss in class, or only upon request.  

D  
50-54%
 
  
 

x Make a poor summary of readings; show poor understanding of the readings without 
further discussion with the instructor. 

x Deficient answer. Poorly directed at the question; many omissions or errors though 
some relevant facts are correct; poor expression/ style/grammar. Little, if any, 
engagement with assigned readings; a few citations. 

x Hesitant to the discussion.  

F  
0-49% 
 
 
  
 

x Make a non-sensical summary of readings. 
x Deficient answer. Badly directed at the question; many omissions or errors in terms 

of facts and framework; no structure in writing; and purely fabricate the fact or no 
effort in engaging with any readings; no citation. 

x Show no effort to participate in class.  

 
7. Class Etiquettes 

x Students are strongly encouraged to attend every class. Prior notification to the instructor should be  
made if absent. 

x Students should pay attention to the lecture and are encouraged to ask questions or participate in 
discussion.   

x Students are highly advised to turn on the camera when the class is held online to help build a 
learning environment for both instructor and students. 
• However, during the lecture microphone should be turned off. Raise your hand sign on Zoom to 

request for speaking. Alternatively, students can send questions through Zoom messenger also. 
x Using mobile phones or electronic devices for issues unrelated to the class is undesirable.  

------------------------------- 


